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ANNUAL NIEBTING 

OF THE 

MORAVIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

OCTOBER 14, igo8. 



The meeting was called to order at 10:30 a.m. by Bro. 
Abraham S. Schropp, one of the Vice-Presidents, there being 
nineteen members present. The minutes of the last annual 
meeting were read and approved and the treasurer's report was 
presented and an abstract ordered filed in the minutes. 
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The report of the secretary showed that there had been four 
Stated and four called meetings of the Executive Board. During 
the year the Society had affiHated with The Federation of His- 
torical Societies of Pennsylvania. 

A request for a loan of museum articles during Founder's 
Week (Philadelphia) had been refused. 

The Society numbers one hundred and five life members, two 
hundred and forty-one active and associate members; total, 
three hundred and forty-six. Since the last annual meeting 
six have died, four withdrawn and three dropped. Three life 
members and fifteen active members have joined, making net 
gain of four members for the year. 

The following minute was adopted with reference to the death 
of the late President, The Rt. Rev. J. M. Levering, D.D. 

For the second time in the history of the Moravian Historical 
Society we, its officers and members, are called upon to mourn 
the death of a President. In his wise providence it has pleased the 
Lord to call into the rest that remaineth for the people of God, 
our esteemed and beloved brother. Bishop Joseph Mortimer 
Levering, D.D., deceased, April 4, 1908, who was for many 
years a prominent member of the Society and during the last 
thirteen years of his life served as its honored head. Thoroughly 
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alive to the objects of the Society, he devoted unselfishly to 
the promotion of its best interests as much of time and strength 
as the exacting duties and heavy responsibilities of other offices 
and activities permitted. We record our grateful acknowledg- 
ment of the value of his services in the capacity of an officer, 
as a representative of, and eminently qualified speaker for the 
Society on various occasions of more than local interest, as a 
writer of historical papers and treatises based on painstaking 
study of original sources, covering many subjects, and of en- 
during worth, alike for the information of the general public 
and guidance of the inquirer into special departments of Mo- 
ravian interest and enterprise. We express the keen sense of 
severe loss sustained in his departure, even while we rejoice in 
the memory of his noble life, worthily lived and beautifully 
ended in the midst of busy activities. 

In the name of the Society, the Executive Board expresses to 
the bereaved family heartfelt sympathy and commends its mem- 
bers to the care of Almighty Gk)d, whose providential leading 
has been so signally manifested in the life of our departed 
brother, which extended over nearly sixty years. 

We order that a copy of this minute be sent to the family of 
the deceased, that it be spread on the minutes of the Executive 
Board, and that it be communicated at the next annual meeting 
of the Society, and that the Editor of The Moravian be requested 
to publish the same in the Church paper. 

The Librarian reported the following donations : 

1. "An Excursion into Bethlehem and Nazareth, made by 
Rev. John C. Ogden, in 1799." Published in Philadelphia, 1805. 
Presented by John W. Jordan. 

2. Twelve views of old Moravian churches in the United 
States, one of Bethlehem and one of a church in England. 
The Rt. Rev. E. A. Oerter. 

3. A photograph of seven Bishops. Jos. A. Rice. 

4. The dinner at Bethlehem of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, and Miss Anna Peal's visit to Washington, D. C. John 
W. Jordan. 

5. Post cards of views in England. Brother England. 
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6. Laws of Pennsylvania, 1907; SmuU's Handbook; History 
of 12th Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers ; Proceedings of the 
G. A. R. 41st Encampment. Presented by State Library of 
Pennsylvania. 

7. Portrait in oil of The Rt. Rev. Edmund de Schweinitz. Wm. 
H. Jordan. 

8. View, of Herrrihut ; a small sewing machine and other ar- 
ticles. Mrs. J. Max Hark. 

9. Manuscript of Hymns by Bishop Loskiel. E. C. Kern. 

10. Franz Boehler's Bible. The Rev. Wm. H. Vogler. 

11. Year book of the Pennsylvania Historical Society ; Love- 
feast cups from Lancaster church, 18th century; Photograph of 
old Spinet in Bethlehem Seminary. Dr. J. Max Hark. 

12. New Testament used in Labrador Mission. The Rev. E. 
A. Howard. 

13. Moravian Missions, 1907-08. The Rev. E. T. Kluge. 

14. A copy of Litits Record, containing portrait of Ambrose 
Rauch, and account of his efforts to introduce pretzels. Aug. 
S. Bishop. 

15. Photograph of late Jacob Blickensderfer. Mrs. J. M. 
Levering. 

The following amendment to the constitution, presented at 
the last annual meedng, was adopted: "Resolved, That Article 
X of the constitution be amended by striking out the words Tn 
the month of September on such day as the Board shall appoint' 
and substitute the words 'on the fourth Thursday in September,' 
so that the first sentence of Article X shall read 'The annual 
meeting shall be held on the fourth Thursday of September.' " 

On motion, it was. Resolved, That the sum of fifty dollars be 
appropriated from the Helen Bell fund to aid the Moravian 
congregation of Sharon, Ohio, to place a suitable bronze me- 
morial in their church in commemoration of the labors of David 
Zeisberger. The money not to be forwarded until a definite plan 
of the memorial be submitted to the Society for approval. It 
was resolved also, that the PubUcation Committee be authorized 
to regard the next pamphlet as covering the years 1908-1909, 
and to include in it the records of two annual meetings and the 
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Rev. William Schwarze's "History of the Moravian College." 
The Publication Committee was authorized to secure copies of 
Brother A. R. Beck's Supplement to the Lititz graveyard record 
for distribution to the members of the Society. It was resolved, 
in future, the price of admission to the Vesper should be, for 
members or wives and husbands of members, 25 cents, and for 
invited gTiests, 50 cents. 

The following is the list of officers for ensuing year : 

President, Joseph A. Rice. 

Vice-Presidents, The Rev. Eugene Leibert, The Rev. E. T. 
Kluge, The Rev. Wm. H. Rice, The Rt. Rev. M. W. Leibert, 
The Rev. A. D. Thaeler, The Rt. Rev. Charles Moench, Abra- 
ham S. Schropp, Abraham Beck, Wm. H. Jordan, C. Otto 
Brunner. 

Secretary and Treasurer, Frank Kunkel. 

Librarian, The Rev. E. T. Kluge. 

Board of Managers, Granville Henry, Wm. V. Knauss, Aug. 
H. Leibert, The Rev. Henry A. Jacobson, Frank C. Stout. 

Library Committee, The Rev. Paul de Schweinitz, The Rev. 
John Greenfield, John W. Jordan, Abraham S. Schropp, John 
F. Bardill, Theo. Kampmann. 

Publication Committee, The Rev. Wm. Schwarze, Albert G. 
Rau, Harry J. Meyers. 

Graveyard Committee, G. A. Schneebeli, S. R. Odenwelder, H. 
H. Hacker, Frank H. Martin. 

The usual compensations were voted to the Librarian and 
Treasurer. 

The Vesper was held at 2 p.m. and was presided over by the 
newly-elected President, Joseph A. Rice. 

The following members have died since the last meeting : 
The Rev. Gilbert Bishop, Harry C. Brockman, Charles H. 
Eggert, Wm. H. Kingkinger, Mrs. Angelica (Kern) Beitel, The 
Rt. Rev. J. M. Levering, D.D., C. Edwin Michael. 

The Rev. E. T. Kluge read a paper, entitled "An Excursion 
to Bethlehem and Nazareth in 1799, by Rev. John C. Ogden." 
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The President, Joseph A. Rice, read a paper, entitled "A 
Sketch of the Newspapers of Bethlehem with a brief account 
of the Printing Offices and Book Binderies." 

Brief remarks were made by Prof. Selden J. Coffin, of Lafa- 
yette College, and Prof. Joseph F. Klein, of Lehigh University. 
Adjourned. 



